Vixen (left to right): Share Pedersen, Jan Kuehnemund, Janet Gardner, Roxy Petrucci. 


BY ANDY SECHER 


ixen's Janet Gardner, Share Pedersen, 

Roxy Petrucci and Jan Kuehnemund sit 

in the back of the large control room 
that dominates Studio “A” at A&M Recording 
Studios in Los Angeles. With intense looks on 
their faces they carefully listen as a cut from 
their latest LP, Rev It Up, tears through the 
studio's huge speakers. Each listens for 
imperfections in her performance, wondering if 
a last-second fix-it job will be needed before 
the LP is unleashed upon the band’s eager 
public. After having their 1988 debut LP attain 
gold sales certification, the girls know that their 
latest work will be listened to with extra care by 
friends and foes alike. And Vixen want to make 
sure that Rev It Up is a disc that adds to the 
band’s fast-growing reputation as not only 
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rock's premier all-female attraction, but one of 
rock's best bands, period! As soon as the girls 
all agree that the take is a “keeper” we got 
together with Gardner and Petrucci to discuss 
exactly how Vixen are planning to rev things up 
in the months ahead. 


Hit Parader: How does it feel releasing a 
second album knowing your debut sold 650,000 
copies? That's got to put the pressure on you. 
Janet Gardner: We did feel some pressure 
because we took a lot more responsibility for 
writing material on this album. But the fact that 
we've been in the studio as a band before, the 
fact that we were able to produce a successful 
album told us that we really didn't have that 
much to worry about. We were very comfortable 


with what we were doing, and we were very 
comfortable with each other. No matter how 
much we want to ignore the fact, we were still 
a relatively new band last time, and we were 
still learning a lot about one another. This time 
we know more about one another than any of us 
really want to know. (laughs) That's what hap- 
pens when you spend nearly a year together on 
the road. 

Roxy Petrucci: The vibe around the band is 
great this time. We just hope that the fans have 
as much fun listening to Rev it Up as we had 
making it. We really have fun in this band, and 
we set out to capture all that fun on the record. 
We did a really good job of that. This record will 
jump right off your turntable into the pants of 
America and rev you right up! 


Annamaria Di Sanio - 


Janet Gardner: “This time we know more about one another than we really want to.” 


HP: It's no secret that Vixen wasn't the tightest 
band around musically when your last album 
came out — especially on stage. But now you 
hold your own with anyone. How difficult was 
that growth process? 

JG: That's true for a lot of bands. You can be a 
little tentative when you first make an album or 
when you first go on stage, but after awhile, you 
begin to play with a lot more conviction. A lot of 
people who saw our first few shows had some 
questions about us, but anyone who saw us a 
few months later didn't have those questions 
anymore. | remember having members of the 
Scorpions, who we toured with in Europe, come 
up to us and compliment our live show. Those 
guys have seen everybody over the years. So 
when they say we can play live, there's no 
doubt that we can play live. 

RP: The confidence we got on stage last year is 
the attitude we brought into the studio for this 


album. We all came in with the same musical 
vision. We had experimented with our sound on 
stage, and when you're out there in front of 
12,000 people, that's a great laboratory to 
experiment. You learn pretty quick what works 
and what doesn’t work. We took the things that 
we found out worked best, threw in lyrics that 
told of all the experiences we had shared over 
the last 18 months, and ended up with the 
material on Rev It Up. 


HP: Are you sick to death of being called a 
great “girl” rock and roll band? 

JG: We always knew that we'd get the reaction 
that “Hey, you're great — for girls.” It was 
something we expected, and we were ready to 
deal with it. But now people are just saying, 
“Great album!” That's the reaction we've 
always wanted. We don't want people to think 
of us as women — unless it's those moments 


when we're very glad to be women. 

RP: Hey, when somebody says to me that l'm a 
good drummer for a girl, | just tell him to suck 
my dick. (laughs) 


HP: The band caught quite a bit of heat last 
time for relying on outside songwriters like 
Richard Marx to supply your material. This time 
you've taken on almost all of the writing burden 
yourself. Why did you change from what worked 
so well last time? 

JG: We wrote or co-wrote this entire album, 
and that was one of our primary goals this time. 
One of the things that we really worked on 
while we had time on the road was our song- 
writing. But writing songs with other people in 
the band came much easier to us this time 
because we did feel so much closer. When 
you're starting in a band you're a little hesitant 
to open up and show your real feelings because 
you're scared someone might laugh at you. But 
at this point we really didn't care. We know 
each other well enough to laugh at ourselves a 
little if necessary. 

RP: One of the things about writing the songs is 
that it makes it hard for us to pick which ones 
we like the best. One day I'll listen to How 
Much Love all day. Then the next I'll listen to 
Fallen Hero and it'll be my favorite. The next 
day I'll love Wot A Minute Too Soon. We're 
really proud of what we've done on this record. 
It's a little harder and heavier than the last one, 
but it's much more an extension of who we are 
as people and as a band. 


HP: We've heard from all the guys in various 
bands about the strange things that happen to 
them on the road. What are the things that 
happen to the members of Vixen? 

RP: If you're asking us if we have male grou- 
pies, the answer is yes, but it's not quite the 
same thing as it is when the groupies are girls 
chasing after male musicians. These guys want 
to hang out and discuss music. If they have 
other things on their minds they're subtle about 
it. But we have female groupies too — espe- 
cially in Japan. | remember these two girls over 
there who broke into my room and started 
screaming at me. | don't know what they 
wanted to do to me, but it was bizarre. And they 
loved to pull hair! Since | have dark hair it 
wasn't so bad, but poor Jan, all that blonde hair 
was constantly being pulled at. That was very 
strange. 

JG: We're actually treated very well by fans 
wherever we go. | think that everyone — both 
male and female — has a lot of respect for us 
now. They know we can kick ass on stage, and 
that makes them look at us in a very different 
way than they might some other female per- 
formers. That kind of respect is what we like, 
and we want more of it this time. People have 
just begun to get a taste of Vixen. We're wait- 
ing to get out there again and really rev it up for 
everyone. O 
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